Chief sponsors:
Lockheed Martin is the world’s largest weapons manufacturer.
It describes itself as a “global security and aerospace company…
principally engaged in the research, design, development, manufacture,
integration, and sustainment of advanced technology systems, products,
and services.” It specialises in military aircraft, missiles and munitions
and operates nuclear weapons systems in the US and the UK. Lockheed
Martin make Trident D-5 nuclear missiles.
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What is the Weapons Conference?
Each year, Wellington is host to 200 of the world’s largest weapons and
arms manufacturers. Under the name ‘the Defence Industry Conference’
these companies come to town to meet and plan how to make money from
war. The event has been going on annually for the past 18 years.
This year, the conference is being held at the TSB Arena on 17-18 November.
The theme is Defence Security and Industry—Expanding our Horizons and
Strengthening the ANZAC Relationship.

General Atomics MQ-1 Predator - CAE hosts the contract to train ‘pilots’.

CAE has contracts with the NZDF to provide “life-support and
maintenance service” for helicopters purchased by the NZDF from
Kaman Corporation. Overseas CAE has the contract to train operators
for the USAF Predator and Reaper drones. They also have the contract
for maintenance and operation of F35s in Canada (F35s are described
as one of the most lethal nuclear weapon-capable planes currently
available.)
OTHER SIGNIFICANT PARTICIPANTS:
SERCO operates public and private transport, traffic control, aviation,
military weapons, detention centres, prisons and schools for profit.
They run the new private prison in Auckland. Serco is one of three
partners in the consortium which manages the UK Atomic Weapons
Establishment. There is an extensive history of human rights abuses in
Serco-run facilities including refugee centres in Australia and prisons
in the UK.

Lockheed Martin High Mobility Artillery Rocket System (HIMARS) - a mobile rocket launcher

GENERAL DYNAMICS is the 6th largest weapons manufacture in
the world with sales over $18 million in 2013 alone. They make the M1
Abrams tank used by the repressive regimes of Egypt, Kuwait, Saudi
Arabia and Iraq along with the United States.

Lockheed
Martin
was
influential in gaining public
support for the Iraq war
through an US organisation
called the Committee for the
Liberation of Iraq. They spent
millions of dollars lobbying for
war.

January 2015
Anti-weapons
campaigners in
the UK occupy
Barclays bank
due
to
its
arms
trade
investments – it
invests in Exelis
(EDO’s
parent
company)
as
well as BAE,
Raytheon
and
Elbit.

Wounded Iraqi child who survived a US bombing raid but lost his
whole family

Resistance
We believe that war profiteers must be confronted,
and their activities stopped or impeded. One year,
we deployed a ‘clown army’ that blockaded the
entrances to Te Papa, where the conference was
being held (see photos at right). This action stopped
day one of the conference and caused Te Papa to
cancel further bookings for the conference.

Left: Public
demonstration
and blockade of
Te Papa in 2006
as Weapons
Conference was
underway there.

This year we would like to organise activities to get
in the way of those who want to make a profit from
killing and destruction. For that, we will need lots
of people. The conference is headed to a bigger
venue this year - one owned by the Wellington City
Council. We don’t think there should be weapons
conferences anywhere in the world, and it is
particularly shameful that it is happening in the
nuclear-free capital of nuclear-free New Zealand
with a Mayor who is the Executive Leader of the
international Mayors for Peace.

US bombing of Mosul dam, August 2014

The global weapons trade

Below: Police
arrest ‘clown’
for blockading
a tank from
leaving back
enclosure at Te
Papa

Peace Action Wellington (PAW) likes to approach
issues with a combination of humour and an
uncompromising committment to peace with
justice and self-determination.
This year, take the day off and stand up
for peace and justice on 17 November
Shakira is a four year old little girl from Pakistan that suffered this
damage to her face after a US drone strike in 2009.

Join us and let’s shut down
Weapons Conference for good.

the

Contact us!
peacewellington@riseup.net
www.peacewellington.org

